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get only a sugar coating which makes it easier to swallow
certain fragments of information.
Much attention has been given of late to primitive life as an
introduction to learning history. Here also there is a right
and a wrong way of conceiving its value. The seemingly
ready-made character and the complexity of present condi-
tions, their apparently hard and fast character, is an almost
insuperable obstacle to gaining insight into their nature. Re-
course to the primitive may furnish the fundamental elements
of the present situation in immensely simplified form. It is
like unraveling a cloth so complex and so close to the eyes
that its scheme cannot be seen, until the larger coarser features
of the pattern appear. We cannot simplify the present situa-
tions by deliberate experiment, but resort to primitive life
presents us with the sort of results we should desire from an
experiment. Social relationships and modes of organized action
are reduced to their lowest terms. When this social aim is over-
looked, however, the study of primitive life becomes simply a
rehearsing of sensational and exciting features of savagery.
Primitive history suggests industrial history. For one of
the chief reasons for going to more primitive conditions to
resolve the present into more easily perceived factors is that
we may realize how the fundamental problems of procuring
subsistence, shelter, and protection have been met; and by
seeing how these were solved in the earlier days of the human
race, form some conception of the long road which has had to be
traveled, and of the successive inventions by which the race
has been brought forward in culture. We do not need to go
into disputes regarding the economic interpretation of history
to realize that the industrial history of mankind gives insight
into two important phases of social life in away which no other
phase of history can possibly do. It presents us with knowl-
edge of the successive inventions by which theoretical science
has been applied to the control of nature in the interests of
security and prosperity of social lif e. It thus reveals the sue-

